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Your letters: West county 

November 21, 2006

Inappropriate development

Re: your Nov. 16 article, "Developers reveal plan for high rise in Port Hueneme":

I want to thank The Star for keeping Port Hueneme residents apprised of a development that would forever change the 
profile of our beloved city. Is it any wonder residents have been leery of planning going on between the CHP Tower 
developers and individuals on the council and city staff without disclosing this communication?

Would there be developer investment in these plans if there had been no encouragement, or discussion, that this proposal 
would be viable? When you discuss plans for the largest high rise between Los Angeles and San Francisco within a stone's 
throw of our peaceful neighborhood, it is unrealistic to believe neighbors will not stand together and be vocal about the 
inappropriateness of such a structure and the process by which it will be submitted to the city.

I trust cooler heads will prevail as these plans are submitted to the council and the Coastal Commission for approval 
following public hearings, ostensibly "to see what the potential neighbors think."

We have been — and will continue to be — forthright with the absurdity of such a proposal for our neighborhood.

— Jan Thornton,Port Hueneme

How about the others?

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld resigns and walks away with briefcase in hand the same way he showed up for the 
position, resulting in no gains but great losses. A major player in filling our military hospitals with wounded, increasing 
occupancy of our graveyards and, in part, responsible for same in Iraq. And this man, one of three major players of this 
administration, leaves without any penalty?

We should ask why it took six years to recognize the incompetence and demagogy of this administration and the lack of 
responsibility by both houses of Congress and leadership that blindly followed its lead. With one out, why wait for 2008? 
Request the remaining two members of the "team" to resign.

— Bill Harris,Oxnard

Buy cell phones wisely

Do not buy a used cell phone from a stranger or at a swap meet or the like. If it has been stolen, you can't get it hooked 
up. That cell phone has a serial number that prevents it from being usable again. The thief gets his or her money from an 
unsuspecting public.

They wouldn't be able to do that if people refused. My pink razor cell phone was recently stolen with all my stored 
information on it and pictures of my grandkids. Of course, anyone who would steal a cell phone in the first place doesn't 
care. But you should. Don't aid thieves; buy from a reliable source.

— Linda Freeny,Ventura

‘Self-righteous' O'Reilly

Re: Bill O'Reilly's Nov. 18 commentary, "Who will save the babies from ‘Tiller the baby killer'?":

It occurred to me after reading O'Reilly's commentary that if the word "self-righteous" were applied only to O'Reilly and no 
one else, its place in the dictionary would still be warranted.

The "baby killer" in O'Reilly's title is Dr. George Tiller, who's being investigated in Kansas on suspicion of performing illegal 
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Port Hueneme may get 46-story hotel-condo tower
By Gregory W. Griggs
Times Staff Writer

November 18, 2006

Two developers unveiled plans this week to build a $300-million, 46-story resort hotel and
condominium tower a block from the ocean in Port Hueneme.

The so-called Pacific Pointe at Port Hueneme project would transform a 1.4-acre, city-owned 
parking lot into a glass-and-steel landmark. It would be the largest building on the California coast
between Los Angeles and San Francisco.

Harvey Champlin and his partner, Ray Mulokas, said the project would include an upscale, 
250-room hotel on the first 15 floors, with residential condos above. Residents could take 
advantage of hotel amenities, such as valet parking, concierge service, limousines to the airport 
and room service. 

"In our mind, this is an opportunity for complete integration," Champlin said. "As the area's 
demographics change and the population ages, we will see more empty-nesters. We think the idea 
of a condominium tied to a resort hotel would be attractive."

The project's 200 condo units would be priced at market rates when sales begin in about five 
years, the developers said.

Champlin — who has developed destination resorts in Antigua, the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Jamaica
and St. Croix — was a panelist at this year's Ventura County housing conference, held Wednesday
in Thousand Oaks. 

Greg Brown, community development director for Port Hueneme, said the partners have discussed
the project for nearly two years and have agreed to hold a series of community meetings, 
beginning in January, before submitting a formal proposal to the city.

The 4.5-square-mile city, which is surrounded on three sides by Oxnard, has fewer than 10 acres 
of undeveloped land vacant for development, Brown said. The project would also require approval
from the state Coastal Commission.

greg.griggs@latimes.com


